Improving radiation safety hazard communication through nuclide safety data sheets.
Providing nuclide-specific radiation safety information to radioactive material users constitutes a primary role for the institutional health physicist. Often radioactive material vendors' safety literature fills this need, but may leave out key information (e.g., site-specific requirements) that the radiation safety program would like to convey. Instead, time Nuclide Safety Data Sheet concept provides this safety information using a hazard communication medium and format--the Material Safety Data Sheet--that is well established in the workplace. In addition to allowing institutions to customize time information provided to radioactive material users, the Nuclide Safety Data Sheet also gives workers a familiar format in which to view radiation hazard communication information.